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Ele quer que você conheça/conhece Munique. 

Eu pensei que ele viesse/vinha de trem.

he wants you to know Munich

I thought he was coming by train.

3



Se ele quiser/quer conversar, ele telefonará/vai telefonar/telefona.

Se ele fosse/ia de carro, chegaria/ia chegar/chegava mais cedo.

If he wants to talk, he will call/he is going to call/he calls

If he went by car, he would arrive/would be arriving/arrived earlier.

4



•Theory of Linguistic Variation and Change 
(Weinreich, Labov, & Herzog, 2006 [1968]; Labov, 2008 
[1972], 1994, 2001)

•Historical Sociolinguistics 
(Romaine, 1982; Conde-Silvestre, 2007; Hernández-
Campoy & Conde-Silvestre, 2012)
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(I) The challenge of studying variation and change in 
morphosyntactic and syntactic phenomena

• Revision of the concept of (socio)linguistic variable

Functional comparability (Lavandera, 1978; 1984) 

or Discursive context neutralization (Sankoff, 1982; 1988)

6



Ela disse/falou que ele comprasse pão.
She said/spoke that he should buy bread. 

  ≠

Ela disse/falou que ele comprava pão.
She said/spoke that he was buying bread. 

*Ela viu que ele saísse do cinema.

 Ela viu que ele saia do cinema.

She saw that he was leaving the movie theater.
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(II) The challenge of obtaining representative data sources in 
the study of language history

• The search for the vernacular

• Possibility of obtaining consistent socio-historical information 
about the texts' producers 

• Possibility of accessing a set of documentary sources 
representative of the past society under study—both in terms of 
its social composition and of the textual-discursive genres that 
circulated within it.
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Projeto Língua EmCena

(CNPq - Processo 405181/2021-3)

❖Construction of a corpus of Brazilian plays from the
19th, 20th, and 21st centuries:

85 plays / ~ 945,000 words / 4 synchronies
(cf. Schwarcz, 2011-2014)

❖ Characters’ social profiles
❖ Plays’ settings and themes
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On Tense/Mood in Complex Clauses 

in Brazilian Portuguese
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Framing the problem
• Object of investigation: constructions with some degree of syntactic dependency: 

subordinate (or embedded) constructions (complement clauses) and hypotactic 
constructions (conditionals).

• All the constructions involve situations or contexts where the use of subjunctive 
verb forms is expected.

• Traditionally: subjunctive associates it with values ​​of non-factuality (irrealis)

• The choice of verb mood is thought to have an underlying semantic 
motivation: 

Indicative => facts taken as certain and real

Subjunctive => facts taken as uncertain, doubtful, unreal
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Framing the problem

• Semantic values ​​essentially follow the functions attributed to the
subjunctive in Latin

• Cross-linguistic dimension:  same principles in the grammatical traditions of 
languages ​​such as 

Italian (Digesto, 2019, 2021), 

French, Spanish (Poplack, 1992; Poplack; Lealess; Dion, 2013; 

Gallego; Marks, 2015; Poplack et al., 2018), and

English (Kastronic; Poplack, 2021).
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Framing the problem

• Sociolinguistic research: 

the use of subjunctive forms is gradually declining, with indicative verb 
forms replacing them in contexts where the subjunctive is traditionally 
prescribed.

Almeida 2010; Berlinck 2015, 2019a, 2019b; Bittencourt 2012, Callou e 
Almeida 2009; Domingos 2004; Meira 2007; Neta 2006; Nicolau 
2003;Pimpão 1999, 2009, 2012; Ribas e Barros 2013, among others
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I) Characterization of the process of “loss” of subjunctive morphology:

(i) Trajectory of the indicative’s entry into and expansion within contexts where 
the subjunctive is the norm; , identifying:

(ii) Impact of prescriptive forces on this process; 

(iii) Possible correlation between the linguistic process and social factors and 
situational characteristics represented in the historical linguistic.

II) Reflection of the process on the locus of the expression of irrealis
meaning

Objectives
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• Variationist analysis of data from synchronic and diachronic corpora 
of Brazilian Portuguese:

• ALIP – Amostra Linguística Paulista – Banco de dados Iboruna (Gonçalves, 
2007)

• Personal letters from XIXth and XXth centuries – PHPB (Projeto Para a História 
do Português Brasileiro) e PHPP (Projeto História do Português Paulista)

• Theater plays from XIXth, XXth and XXIst centuries – Projeto Língua EmCena
(Language on stage)

• Linguistic and Extralinguistic factors; comparison between periods 
and textual-discursive genres

• Statistical tools: GoldVarb Program, R language - RStudio

Methodology
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Variation and change in complement clauses
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Present subjunctive rate in speech samples from different Brazilian regions

Estudo Corpus Data % Subj.

Pimpão (1999) VARSUL - Florianópolis 1980(~) 54%

Pimpão (1999) VARSUL – Lages (SC) 1980(~) 62%

Vieira (2007) Proj. Vertentes do Português Rural (BA) 1992-2002(~) 24%

Callou/Almeida 

(2009)

NURC – RJ 1970

1990

9%

13%
Callou/Almeida

 (2009)

NURC – SA 1970

1990

16%

8%
Carvalho

(2007)

Português não-padrão do Ceará

(Cariri)

2007 25%

Lima (2012) Salvador 2006-2007 71%

Berlinck (2015) ALIP – Interior paulista 2003 47%
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91%

72% 69% 71%

CARTAS-XIX CARTAS-XX PEÇAS-XIX PEÇAS-XX

Subjunctive (vs Indicative) in complement clauses: 
letters and plays - BP - XIXth & XXth centuries 
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PLAYS LETTRES

XIXth and XXth 

Centuries

16 governing verbs 8 governing verbs

73% of data
(562/772)

68,5% 
subj.morph.
(372/543)

86% of data
(88/102)

88% subj.morph.
(82/93)

10 governing verbs 15 governing verbs

74% of data
(286/387)

69% subj.morph.
(190/275)

87% of data

(237/272)

86% of data
(170/197)

Speech data– 

ALIP (XXI)

8 governing verbs
76% of data
(317/416)

69% subj.morph.
(162/236)
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Proportion of subjunctive forms: XIXth- XXth-century plays and letters and in speech data (XXIst century) 
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LETTERS - XIX
LETTERS - XX

PLAYS - XIX PLAYS - XX



XX % N

[55,5]

Fazer (com) 96 27/28

Esperar 85 11/13

Preferir 80 8/10

Querer 76 71/93

Gostar 64 18/28

Acreditar 31 22/70

Crer 13 2/15

Pensar 5 3/55
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100%
100% 100%

91%

39%

17%

92%

92,5%

100%

12%

100% 100% 100%

45%

22%

76%

85%

31%

5%

PEDIR QUERER ESPERAR ACREDITAR PENSAR

Trajectory of subjunctive usage: frequent governing verbs

Cartas-XIX Peças-XIX Cartas-XX Peças-XX ALIP-falaLLetters-XIX Plays-XIX Letters-XX Plays-XX ALIP-Speech



STRONG LEXICAL EFFECT

GOES THROUGH FACTORS OF A 
GRAMMATICAL NATURE

• correlation between variation in 
verb mood and the verb tense 
expressed in the subordinate 
clause or the matrix-subordinate 
construction: 

• greater use of the indicative is 
consistently observed more in 
the present tense than in the 
past tense 

Almeida, 2010; 

Berlinck, 2015, 2019b; 
Bittencourt, 2012; 

Callou & Almeida, 2009; 
Domingos, 2004; 

Meira, 2007; 

Neta, 2006; 

Nicolau, 2003;

Pimpão, 1999, 2009, 2012; 

Ribas & Barros, 2013; among 
others
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Letters Plays ALIP

Century XIXth XXth XIXth XXth XXIth

Tense

Present 95%

76/80

75%

118/157

75%

384/511

74%

167/226

56%

102/181

Imperfect Past 100%

12/12

84%

43/51

81%

159/196

83%

98/118

68%

115/168

Perfect Past - 20%

3/15

0%

0/29

30%

7/23

20%

5/25

Total 93% 72% 70% 71% 55,5%

Frequency of the subjunctive according to the tense of the embedded verb 24
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100% 100%

2%

50%

100% 100%

0%

57%

94%

89%

0%

67%

52%

90%

0%
7%

Querer-Pres Querer-Imp. Pensar-Pres Pensar-Imp

Peças-XIX Peças-XX Cartas-XX FalaPlays-XIX Plays-XX Letters-XIX Speech



• - Pensei que não nos apropinquássemos mais às avenidas deste palácio, (...)  
(19-FJ-Maldita parentela)

•  Eu pensei que a madama embrulhasse língua comigo,  e eu não entendesse 
nada que a madama dissesse, mas tô vendo que fala muito bem o português…          
(19-AZ-A Capital Federal)

•  Oxente, nunca pensei que Dirceu Borboleta fosse capaz de dar um tiro, quanto 
mais meia dúzia. (20-DG-O Bem amado)

• (Conto nada, D. Romana. O homem até me perguntou se eu não conhecia um tal 
de Sebastião... Eu não me lembrei do Tião, pensei que fosse outro…                         
(20-GG-Eles não usam black-tie)

• Não pensei que a coisa feita com tanta pressa, saisse tão exata e com linha tão 
expressiva. (PE – CP279)

•  Eu pensei que estas coisas só acontecessem nos livros e romances. (BA –CP190)
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(10) - Pensei que não nos apropinquássemos mais às avenidas deste palácio, (...)  
(19-FJ-Maldita parentela)

(11) Eu pensei que a madama embrulhasse língua comigo,  e eu não entendesse 
nada que a madama dissesse, mas tô vendo que fala muito bem o português…          
(19-AZ-A Capital Federal)

(12) Oxente, nunca pensei que Dirceu Borboleta fosse capaz de dar um tiro, quanto 
mais meia dúzia. (20-DG-O Bem amado)

(13) Conto nada, D. Romana. O homem até me perguntou se eu não conhecia um tal 
de Sebastião... Eu não me lembrei do Tião, pensei que fosse outro…                         
(20-GG-Eles não usam black-tie)

(14) Não pensei que a coisa feita com tanta pressa, saisse tão exata e com linha tão 
expressiva. (PE – CP279)

(15) Eu pensei que estas coisas só acontecessem nos livros e romances. (BA –CP190)
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“Espero que esta te vá encontrar em perfeita saúde”

I hope this finds you in good health

“Peço que me desculpe”

I ask for your forgiveness

“Deus permita que você e Diná vivam muito”

May God grant that you and Diná live a long life
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• Subjunctive usage within complement clauses =

a situation of entrenchment and conventionalization. 

"ritualization": "the correlation between form and 
function has become, at least for the moment, 
somewhat arbitrary" 

(Haiman, 1992, cited in Givón, 1995, p. 59).
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• Possible correlations between social factors and the process of 
variation/change. 

• Plays from the Língua EmCena corpus: 

characters' social profiles were characterized according to the 
categories of sex/gender,  social class, education, life stage, and 
ethnicity. 

• Is it possible to identify social profiles more strongly associated with the 
use of innovative forms?

• What are the characteristics of the characters who use the indicative, and 
in what situations is it used?

• Who uses the subjunctive, and under what conditions?
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.

SOCIAL VARIABLES: WHO USES INDICATIVE?

Use of the indicative sg. Sex/Gender and Social Class – Synchrony 1

Classes 1 e 2 Classes 3 e 4

Freq. % Freq. %

Feminine 12/56 21,4% 3/5 60%

Masculine 20/99 20% 2/12 17%

χ-squared = 2.7293e-31,  p-value = 1 / χ-squared = 1.4462, df = 1, p-value = 0.2291

Use of the indicative sg. Sex/Gender and Social Class – Synchrony 4

Classes 1 e 2 Classes 3 e 4

Freq. % Freq. %

Feminine 6/14 43% 10/15 67%

Masculine 6/11 54,5% 9/22 41%

χ-squared = 0.3431, p-value =0.56 / χ-squared = 2.37, p-value = 0.12 31



χ-squared = 0.34726, p-value = 0.8406 /  χ-squared = 0.68182, p-value = 0.7111

χ-squared = 2.14, p-value =0.14 / χ-squared = 4.64, p-value = 0.10

Use of the indicative sg. Social class and education – Synchrony 1

Classes 1 e 2 Classes 3 e 4

Freq. % Freq. %

Basic education 11/56 20% 3/9 33%

Intermediate education 10/59 17% 1/5 20%

Advanced Education 7/32 22% 0/1 0%

Use of the indicative sg. Social class and education – Synchrony 4

Classes 1 e 2 Classes 3 e 4

Freq. % Freq. %

Basic education - - 9/15 60%

Intermediate education 5/7 71% 5/7 71%

Advanced Education 7/18 39% 2/9 22%
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Variation and change in conditional clauses
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Variation and change in conditional clauses



Potential conditionals

Fonte: Brandão (2022) 35



Counterfactual conditionals 

Fonte: Brandão (2022) 36



PLAYS LETTRES

XIXth and XXth 

Centuries

(Brandão, 2022; 

Berlinck, 2020)

12 verbs in protasis:

dar – dizer – estar – fazer – 

haver – ir – poder – querer – 

saber – ser – ter – vir 

13 verbs in protasis:

dar – dizer – estar – fazer – haver 

– ir – poder – querer – saber – ser 

– ter – ver - vir

43% of data

(322/748)

45% subj. morph.

(279/622)

63% of data

(189/301)

65% subj. morph.

(182/281)

Speech data– 

ALIP (XXI)

(Brandão, 
2018)

3 verbs in protasis:  ter – ser - querer
37% of data

(227/607)

39% subj. morph.

(120/309)
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Most frequent verbs in the 
protasis of potential 
conditionals – speech data

Most frequent verbs in the 
protasis of unreal conditionals –
theatrical plays (19th-20th 
centuries)

Source: Brandão (2018, 2022)

Most frequent verbs in the 
protasis of potential conditionals –
theatrical plays (19th-20th 
centuries)



• “Bem, em todo caso, se não der para entender eu escrevo de novo!” 
(20-SP06) 

•  “[...], mas se você não estiver namorando com ninguém espero que 
você me responda essas cartas que eu lhe mandarei.” (20-SC15) 

•  “diga Vicente que se ele quiser vir tratar da perna aqui que eu ainda 
tenho um cantinho aqui para ele [...]” (20-MG40) 

• (“Se ele for “ruinzinho” eu deixo ele lá e venho embora.” (20-BA96) 

•  “Se tiver transporte peço-te trazer Mamãe já que Titia obstina-se 
com não querer mais vir” (20-RN06)

(personal letters from the 19th and 20th centuries; PHPB corpus; 
Berlinck, 2020).
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Correlations between conditional constructions and social factors          
(Brandão (2022)

• Characters whose occupations
imply an advanced level of
education:

the highest rates of the 
‘future subjunctive/synthetic 
future indicative’ 
combination—the most 
prestigious pairing, as it 
represents the grammatical 
norm. 

• Variants considered more 
innovative—‘future 
subjunctive/periphrastic future 
indicative’ and ‘present 
indicative/present indicative’:

more frequent  for 
characters with no 
education, low education, 
or technical (intermediate) 
education.
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On the locus of expression of irrealis meaning

• no “loss of meaning” associated with the “loss of subjunctive 
morphology”. 

• process of the indicative expanding into contexts typically requiring 
the subjunctive is essentially morphological in nature and not 
semantically motivated

• the constructions contain other elements that convey non-factuality. 

• as the subjunctive morphology is lost, the meaning remains 
supported by the whole. 
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By way of conclusion

Complement clauses Conditional clauses

Situations of

stricto sensu

variation

No loss of irrealis meaning

through the use of indicative

forms

No loss of irrealis meaning

through the use of indicative

forms

Path of expansion

for the indicative

More advanced in present-

tense forms than in past-tense

forms

More advanced in

potential conditionals

than in counterfactual ones.

past-tense forms ‘resist’

the expansion of the indicative

more strongly
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By way of conclusion

Complement clauses Conditional clauses

Morphological-

lexical restriction

Lexical

routinization

Subjunctive morphology

linked to a small number of

governing verbs:

already reduced in the 19th-

century data,

even more restricted in the

21st-century spoken data

Subjunctive morphology

linked to a small number of

verbs in the protasis of

conditional constructions.
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By way of conclusion

Complement clauses Conditional clauses

Structural/

Functional

conventionalization

Construction:

Imperf.past +

imperf.subj.

Formulas

Correlations with

social factors

(indications in plays)

Indicative correlated

with: ‘female’, ‘lower social

classes’, ‘basic education’

Highest rates of the

most innovative

constructions

(fut.subj+per.fut.ind/

pres.ind+pres.ind):

no or low education
44



ROOM FOR IDIOSYNCRASY?
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VILEN DANK!

THANK YOU!

MUITO OBRIGADA!
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